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historic name 
other nemes/site number ____ _ 

2. 
street & number 3m Maln Stree_t _______ . ~@ n.o: f~r publication 
~tow~ee?n'D0r ::Q!] VICinity 
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3. 
Ownership of Property 

~ private 

D puhlic-Iocal 

CJ public-State 
C pubHc-Federal 

Category of Property 

EJ building(s) 

D district 

DSite 
D structure 

Dobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of 
Gr.any.fl1e-County, N.~ .~ __ 
~.: St~te/Fede('al Agency'" Certificati9n 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

1 

___ sites 

_____ structures 

___ objects 
_____ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ___ 0 ___ _ 

-----------------------------------------, 
As the designated autho:-ity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

~ r.c.m:nation D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

Natioilai ReQ@ii.st10f Historic Pla~mee!~ e procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In mY),A'~ip >e propc~ me s. doe. not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See cDnlinUatiD~,tee.:r R 
--iJoli- 'I_~n~ -6-f-1-Y'T----f:::::T9.:...L-"""'---
Signature of certifying official Dale 

___ Stat~ __ Hi.storie Preservati ___ _ 
State ur Federal agency a:1d bureau 

---

l In my opinion, the property D meets 0 does not meet the NErional Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
-------

5. National Park Service Certification ------------------.----------------.---------------------------------------
I, hereby, ce:iify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
[J Se8 continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 

Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed frcm the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ____________ _ 

--- ---- ._---
Sigt'lature of the Keeper Dat6 of Action 

I 



Historic Functions (entor categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade: financial institution 

restaurant 
speciality store 

A.rchitectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

---Beaux .A rt £ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from 
Religion: religious structure 
Commerce/Trade: speciality store 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __ b_r_i_c_k _______ _ 
walls ____ b..:--..:r_i_c=-k=---____________ _ 

roof ______ ~a~s=-p~h~a=_l~.t~ ____________ ___ 
other ______ w=---o_o_d _______________ _ 

[]I See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTICN 

F i y"rlll y ensconsed 0'1'"1 Ma i n St \''''eet, C\-"'eedmooy'" s maj O\-'" 

thoroughfare, the imposing First National Bank Building is the 
only example of Beaux Arts style architecture in Granville County 
outside of Oxford. Solidly built of brick, the two-story tall 
building turns a handsomely finished main facade to the street. 
Bricks lighter and more brown in color than the red bricks of the 
rear and side facades face the front elevation. At the first 
floor they are laid in raised, rusticated patterns that are most 
fanciful at the elevation's northern half, the former horne of the 
First National Bank. Two doorways and a broad centered window, 
each topped with traceried fanlights, serve the former banking 
room and lead into the central enclosed stairwell. Raised bands 
of brick cross the entire first floor front elevation, exploded 
in sunbursts over the three round-arched Dpenings. An ornate 
metal cornice projects out from the front facade. Heavily 
molded, adorned with modillion blocks and marked in large metal 
], E? t t e \-" s wit h the 1 e g e '1'"1 d II F i \-'" s t 1\1 a t ion a I B a '1'"1 k B u i I din g 'I II the 
cornice is decorated in a fashion equal to the brickwork one 
story below. The remainder 'of the building is more simply 
finished. Segmental-arches top the five windows that span the 
second floor of the front facade. The sides and rear of the 
building, laid in common bond rather than the stretcher bond of 
the front facade, are also simply finished, their flush walls 
broken by segmental-arched windows and topped by the parapet 
walls that conceal the building's flat roof. An altered store 
f y .. 0 nt, f eat u y" i n g 1"'1 €:? W b \-" i c k v e nee Y" and w i \'-1 dow s , 0 c cup i est he 
southern half of the first floor; its brickwork originally 
matched that of the banking half of the front facade. 

Inside, the building retains a number of original features, 
even though it has housed a variety of functions over its 75 year 
his to\-'" y « The f 0 \- ... m e \.-, b a '1'"1 k i )"'1 g y" 0 0 m , now the sa '1'"1 c t u a \ .... y 0 f a B apt i s t 
congregation and filled with pews, has had its banking cages 
removed but still retains its original tongue and groove 
wainscoting and rear six-panel doors, which are set in surrounds 
edged by cornerblocks. The bank vault is also still in place. 
The room to the rear of the main banking room is now

1
used as an 

off ice,!\-'" a the \-" t h (~ '1'"1 a s a horn e tot he ban k ' sma nag e \-'" u The 0 the \-" 
half of the first floor, horne in the past to such enterprises as 
a restaurant and hardware store, is now filled with auto parts. 
Auto parts also occupy the upstairs, which nonetheless retains 



NPS Fern! 1o-roo-a 
(6-88) OMB Approvl!f No. 1024-0018 

Section number _7__ Page _2 __ 

the turned balusters of its straight run of stairs and the glass­
filled transoms of the doorways that open off of its central 
hallway. 

1 T h E\ R a ]. e i g h bt§.tJ s ... ..El.n.!;L ... QJ? .. ?..§l"' v ~.r:., ina Feb t"' U €;\ t"' y .:.~ ? 1 '3 Lt (> , at"' tic 1 e 
e )"1 tit led II The Dol la\"" inC t" e e d moo )'"', II t a ken f y" 0 rll E~;!.t::t.~-:.\.r! .. @., des c t ... i bed 
the bank as follows: 

It [a branch of the Durham Bank & Trust Company] pays 
today $10 per month for use of the old bank·building. 

Inside is a single big room partitioned by an iron cage 
h a v i '1"1 9 w i '1"1 dow sst ill I'll a Y' ked " Cas hie ... "'., II " Tel Ie ... "', " and 
/I Boo I-d{ee pe ........ " 

This, however, is mere front, 6f which all bankers are 
notoriously fond. The fact is that the Creedmoor branch of 
the Durham Bank & Trust Company is run by one man, young G. 
B. Spence, an affable graduate of the University of North 
Car"' 0 1 i )"1 a , who s 1 e €-? psi n c:\ t"' 0 0 I'll ... "' i 9 h tin the ...... e c:\ ).... 0 f the ban k 
building, warming himself in Winter by a large wood stove. 



p .... 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally D statewide tJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [J A D B ~ COD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD 8 0 C C] 0 D E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Conmerce 
ArchItecture 

Significant Person 

1iLA-

Period of Significance 
1912--,193'/ 

Cultural Affiliation 
NjA 

Architect/Builder 
Clegg.; Robert 

Significant Dates 
1912 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

~ See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICPJ~CE 

The former First National Bank Building of Creedmoor is 
historically significant as the earliest surviving bank building 
in Granville County outside of Oxford and as a symbol of small 
town county life and the enterprises that supported it. (See 
Historic Context 3 - Bright Leaf Tobacco and the Ascendancy of 
Oxford, 1866-1937 - and Associated Property Type 5.C. 
Corn m e j'-' cia 1 ~ I )"1 d us t t" i a I , Ins tit uti 01"1 a I and ReI i g i 0 usB u i I d i )"1 1'::1 sin 
B t" i g h t L, e a f E t" a [] x f 0 t" d ) F u t"' t h et" '1 the:l 912 Be a u x At"' t S f.5 t Y I e 
building is architecturally significant as the most finely 
finished early twentieth century commercial building surviving in 
Granville County outside of the county seat. (See Associated 
Property Type 4 - Romantic, Victorian and Eclectic Style 
Buildings in Oxford) The bank's establishment was based upon the 
growth and marketing of bright leaf tobacco and it also held much 
of the wealth generated by Creedmoor? 5 substantial trade in 
mules

1 
the mules that pulled the plows that cultivated the bright 

leaf.' Although the building served the surrounding community as 
a . bank until 1977 and retains its handsome Beaux Arts style 
fac~de largely intact, its significance is not extended within 
the past 50 years because it has not achieved exceptional 
importance within that time. 

A late nineieenth and early twentieth century town dominated 
by Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and bungalow style buildings, 
Creedmoor is the product of bright leaf tobacco and the bounty it 
brought the region. Its physical and architectural growth was 
spurred by the Seaboard Air Line Railway that reached through it 
in the 18805; only two buildings raised prior to the Civil War -
a small log house and a large Greek Revival style dwelling 
altered in Queen Anne fashion around t~e turn of the century 
are known to survive within its limits.c With a small but active 
population of 304 in 1910, tbe town was poised for expansion 
early in the twentieth century.~ In 1905 itLincorporated and it 
Y'eceived its:; imposi'flg bank bui ldin~~ in 1 '::31 i:::. -I-

The bank's three memorial cornerstones list the names of its 
11 original directors and that of its builder, Robert Clegg; its 
1912 date of construction; and the names of its first officers, 
G. T. Sikes, preside~t, J. F. Sanderford, vice president, and W. 

• , ...J 
B. Lasley, cashler. Initially the First National Bank - the 
name carved in the topmost of the stones and still announced in 
large letters beneath the overhanging cornice of its front facade 
- the bank operated under a number of names during its 
occasionally difficult history. In 1927, under the name of 
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Planters Bank & Trust Company, it was sold by receivers to 
Merchants Bank of Durham [Deed Book 87, Page 268 and Deed Book 
8 1 , P age 588 J" I 1"1 1 '32'3 i t c los e c:I , but by 1 933 i t had )-" e 0 pen e d as 
a branch of the Durham Loan and Trust Company. In the 1940s its 
name was changed to Durham Bank and Trust and in the 19505 to 
Central Carolina Bank. Closed again in 1963, the bank was 
reopened by Union National Bank in 1'369, which operated it until 
1 '37"7, the I as t y e (::\ )-"' its e )-"v e d a s a b a 1'",1-<.., _ Its )-"'00 rn s a y'e now h 0 use 
the Granville Independent Baptist Church .. 

b 

From its inception, the building has been home to a variety 
of different enterprises, for banking activities only ever 
occupied the first floor of its northern end. The southern half 
of the building has housed a restaurant and a hardware store and 
is now occupied by an auto parts business. The latter business 
fills the second floor rooms as well, which ov~r the years have 
served as offices, apartments and storage space. 

The two-story tall building is a rare Granville County 
e x a r,l p leo 'f t h f:"? Be a u x A )-... t sst Y 1 E: 1/ B u i Ito f )-... e d b)-" i c k , the 
substantial structure has an additional veneer of lighter colored 
brick at its front elevation which is laid in heavily rusticated 
co U )-" s e san d s U 1'", b u )-" S t s. Com p let i n ~! its B f2 a u x (-h"' t sst Y 1 e fin ish i 5 
the heavy classical cornice that overhangs its second story. The 
only major alteration to its exterior is the store front of the 
southern first floor facade. The inside of the former banking 
)-" 0 0 m , eve nth 0 ugh i tis )",0 IrJ 1 i ned wit h pew s , )'"' eta ins fIl a 1'", y 
original doors and surrounds and even the bank's vault .. 

1 The Ra 1 E! i gh ti§LWS::...._Clr..!fL._O.g.?e)--·v~r:, ina Feb)-"'ua)-"'y 3, 19'+0, a)-... t i c 1 e 
e.,.-, tit 1 e d II T h E0 Dol 1 a Y' inC)-'" e e d moo ) .... , II t a k E.~ )", f )-... 0 m !:S~.t~.:t~~rl§.' W)-" 0 t e : 

In a single year Creedmoor may trade $500,000 worth of 
I'll u 1 f2 Si (::\ '1", d i tis k now n f i::-t )-... and wid e a s II IYI u leT 0 w n. II P a )-"' t 1 Y 
because of its mules Creedmoor has always had a bank, and 
its banking history is that of many another town throughout 
the U.~3 .. < 

cl 

-The log h 0 u !i; e i 5 the Lan dis .-. D a vis H 0 use; the G)-" e e k Rev i val 5 t Y I e 
dwelling is the Lyon Family House. 
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Commerce Context 

2A 

Context 3, "Bright Leaf Tobacco and the Ascendancy of Oxford 1866-1937," 
notes on page E.19 that Creedmoor was one of the three major sTIlall towns 
outside of Oxford that developed as the result of the railroad's arrival 

OMS ApproVal No. 1024-0018 

in the late l880s. Each of these three, Creedmoor, Stem and Stovall, are 
still in existence and retain a small number of simply finished, Queen Anne 
residences. Little evidence of the commercial activity in these towns from 
the l880s and l890s remains. However, a small number of two-story, brick 
commercial buildings from the early twentieth century still stand. Elsewhere 
in Granville County, a number of towns sprang up along the tracks which are 
now sleepy crossroads, retaining a country store and gas station or two. 

The fact that Creedmoor had its own bank by 1912 is remarkable, when compared 
with Oxford, which even as late as 1927 had only three banks .. [B. W. Parham, 
"Sure-Footed Progress is Feature Oxford Industry," Durham Morning Herald, 
July 3, 1927]. The 1912 construction of the First National Bank of Creedmoor 
illustrates the optimism generated by Bright Tobacco at its zenith in the 
early twentieth century. Granville's economy began to lose momentum soon 
after the turn-of-the-century, with farmers moving west and children leaving 
for the city, and the county population increased only 16% metween 1900 and 
1930. While the economies of other towns and counties across North Carolina's 
Piedmont boomed, in Granville growth was gradual. In the l880s, for example, 
Durham and Oxford had been towns similar in size. But by 1930 Durham's 
population was 52,035--nearly double that of all of Granville County. [Fifteenth 
Census of the United States: 1930, Vol. 1, Population (Wash., 1931), pp. 780-782. 
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.. 
~An article clipped from an unidentified newspaper of January 28, 
1955, by Francis B. Hays and preserved at volume 37 of his 
collection of scrapbooks, briefly discusses the town's 
incorporation and credits it in part to a tobacco warehouse boom. 
At volume 34, Hays lists a variety of population figures for the 
county taken from the 1910 federal census. 

Dr. J. F. Sanderford, who would go on to found the bank with 
D r"\ . G h F " ~3 i k t? S , W r"\ 0 tea let t e r"\ tot h E? g1.<..f.£0:.:.9. __ .~1.~~J_t!;_. ___ ... 1-_§,,9 q e ~ 
printed August 20, 1903, describing the vibrancy of the southern 
part of the county and Creedmoor at the opening .of the century. 
He wrote in part: 

I nth e fir"' s t p I ace IJ 0 U r-' ).", a i I ).", 0 E:\ d s tat 1'0 YI ~ e x p r"' e s san d 
postoffice [sic] is Creedmoor, a station on the Durham and 
Northern Railroad, a branch of the Seaboard Air Line 
ri a i I w <3. y , 1 b mil e s f r" 0 m 0 !..\)""' co U YI t Y s (= <~ t ,Ox fOr"' d ; 1"7 rn i 1 e s 
from Durha~ . and in the centre of the finest tobacco 
pr"'od uc i ng sect i OYI of the wOr"' 1 d .• 

The business of Creedmoor is principally that of 
merchandise, the merchants being a clever, wholesouled set, 
doing a good business - as many dollars worth perhaps as any 
place of its size in the State owing to its very large back 
country inhabited by a progressive and industrious people. 
There are also in touch of the place several saw mills, some 
of them shipping car after car of lumber to Oxford, Durham 
and elsewhere every week. 

T h f? fa c tis, i f you r"' r"' e a d e r"' F;; did YI 0 t k YI 0 wit , 0 U'r"\ 
little town is right now progressing and has a bright future 
ahead of it, and there is almost in sight the establishment 
a f a ban k , wa r"\ e h 0 use, etc. , \-\1 h i c hal I mea n s a b'r" i g h t e'r'" 
period for the surrounding country, for any town that is not 
a help to its surrounding country is not wh~t it ought to 
be. 

4 The deed recording the 1912 purchase by the First National 
Bank of Creedmoor of the lot upon which it was to raise its 
building is found at Deed Book 67, page 502; centrally located o~ 

Creedmoor's main thoroughfare, the lot sold for $2,000.00. 

5 An ad ve'r·'t i !:5ement 0 f Decem bt~r"' 1 c~, 1911, in the 0 ~~..f.!;~r:_<i... __ ~_Clr.lne'r..:'.. 
stated that the bank had capital stock of $25,000.00 and deposits 
of approximately $90,000.00 and - in opposition to the 
cOr"' n e 'r'" s ton f~ !:5 -- t hat i t S"5 P ).-. e sid f~ n twa s Dr'" . J . F . San d 0: 'r" f 0 )."\ dan d 
its vice president Dr. G. T. Sikes. 
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Whether or not Dr. Gerald T. Sikes (1857-1932) was president 
or vice president of the bank~ he apparently died a respected man 
in the community. His obituary~ clipped from what was probably a 
copy of the Ox for"'d ___ Led1Jj?\"" by Ft"'anc i s B. Hays and pl· ... ese\" ... ved at 
volumE 71 of his collection, states that he graduated from 
Trinity College in Durham around 1878, received his medical 
degree from the University of Maryland and was a one-term 
president of the North Carolina Medical Society. It further 
states: 

He was a generuos [sic), whole-hearted fellow~ and 
ministered to his neighbors and friends, the rich and poor 
alike, in his kindly sympathetic style, and was a blessing 
t 1::;1 t hat co rl1 m u y, i t Y , wit h his s y rn pat h y and ski]. 1 , f 0 \"... rn 0 l· ... e 
than 50 years. No physician was more sympathetic or 
faithful than Dr. Sikes; he cared as tenderly for those who 
were unable to compensate him a~ for his wealthiest 
patients. Dr. Sikes loved his friends and his profession; 
he was a warm-hearted man and showed this by his ever 
present smile and his hearty grasp of the hand. 

S I nt e'r"'v i ews on Aug ust 28, 1 ~:385, ay,d Oct o be.,.'" 15, 1987, wit h 
Christine Fuller. Ms. Fuller worked as a manager at the bank 
from 1944 through 1978; her father was the director of First 
1\1 a t ion alB a '('do{ i n 1 92 9 w hen i t c 1 CI sed. SeE:> a 1 SOil The Do lIen'" i n 
C\""'eedrnoot'" II i y, the b!.§.t!..§_§.~.n£LQ.tt~grve\"'" of Ff?b\""'uc\"''''y 3, 1 131,.0. 

-; I nt el· ... v i e\l-J5 0.,.", A,U~l ust 2B'J 1 1385., Oct o be\"'" 1 6., 1987 and Oct abe.,.'" 19~ 
1987, with Christine Fuller. 



Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
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D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # _______________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
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10. Geographical Data 

[]:See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[AState historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property less than 1 acre 
~~~.---------------

UTM References 
A L;!:L] I 71 98 / 2, )0 1 1 ~9: 9,9 14 ~L9 BLU I 1,1 1 , I , 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
C LLJ L I , I , , 1 1 , 1 , 1 ,---LJ D L-LJ I 1 , 1 1 , I I 

OSee continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the propertY,62.2 feet by 100 feet, are described in the 
enclosed deed from Gordon F. and Doris C. O'Steen'to Keith Arnold Dixon 
and Wendy Faye Dixon, dated November 26, 1985. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the entire city lot that has historically been 
associated with the property. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marvin A B Mm/Arc;bi tec;,--tJl 21 Historian a, ?ats.ici~~ __ ~PEtronIHistorian 
organization Granvllle -O~ord Hlstorlc Survey date 1[113787 -
street & number P.o. Box l556(State Hist. Pres. OffiteJephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N. C. zip code 27565 
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Copy of Dr. Gerald T. Sikes' obituary, preserved 
Collection at volume 71. 

in thC32 Hay~:::. 

II C Y' e e d moo r'" Pl· ... epa I'" est () I'll a j .... k Ann:i. v e r"!:=.J, a r" y. II LJ n ide n t i fie d new spa per"' 
( ,J i:;;' 'n u a i'" y i:~ B '.1 :I. ':J 5 ~5) " (.:~ r" tic 1 e p r" f:"? s E:~ r" v e din t h 0"? Hay s; 
Collection at volume 37. 

II Cr"'eedrnooj'"' p)· ... o~~Il"'es~:; i 1"'9" II 

Letter to the editor 
[t~if.£~!::.f! .... J::~.~:1QL~L~~l:.~.§f.l..R~~C ( (.4 u gus t i~ (> 'j 

of J. F. Sanderford, preserved 
Hays Collection at volume 33. 

1'3(3). 
in the 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of :1.35 scrapbooks on 
Granville County history located at the Richard H. Thornton 
Public Library, Oxford, N.C .. 

Interviews with Christine Fuller on August 28, :1.986, October 16, 
:I. 9 t3 7 'I a )1', dOc t (:I bE' '(' 1 g, l 9 8 7 II tv'l s • F u 1 1 e r"' ItJ a s c\ fI1 a n a ~I e ).-. 0 f t h Eo? 

bank from 1944 through :1.978. Her father was director of the 
First National Bank in 1929 when it first closed. 

~~Jlt:ej;~~.C.f.L." .... J~.~'-Dr.L~J::. ( Dec e rn I:J (:'-? 'r" :I. i~ ~ 1 g:l. 1 ) .. A d v e)'" t i S5 e rIl e I'" t 0 f 
National Bank of Creedmoor preserved on microfilm 
F~ :i c h a I· ... c:I H It T r', 0 I· ... )"f to)", Pub 1 i eLi b '1'". E:\ '1''' Y , Cl >< 'f (:I '1''' d ? N. C" 

F~ i r"'st 
at: the 

II ThE' Do]. 1 r.=\ '1'". i i r
, C r" f:~ E::> rJ I'n () 0 ).-. II !)!.§:.~:!.§ ....... §~.n.g ........ Q.Q.??_§:.r:.~{E~X.~:. ( Feb 'r'" u a)· ... Y 3 ? 1 9 1+ 0 ) " 

(-4 'r" tic :I. f.-:'\ , t {::\ ken by t h f2 F~ a 1 (~ i g h P i:.i P f.? 'r'" 'f r' (:I rn F=- 1;~I.:j:: u r.!i~. ~I 1 0 cat e din 
the Hays Collection at volume 34. 
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